
‘Internet of Things’ making life smarter in 
the home, in the office and in the community

Imagine your watch telling your fridge to 
start preparing dinner before you arrive 
home after work. This scenario could just 
happen thanks to the ‘Internet of Things’ 
(IoT), where everyday objects are connected 
to a network allowing them to send and 
receive data but also undertake tasks and 
contribute to behaviour change. 

A 2015 report, Enabling the Internet of 
Things for Australia, identified the potential 
economic impact of the industry to be $116 
billion by 2025. Already today, Google’s Nest 
and Apple’s Homekit are designing smart 
ecosystems where the home can be managed 
for the first time in one app. At a larger 
scale, the Barangaroo Community gateway 
was launched in 2016, and is supported by 
key players in this space including KPMG, 
Meshed, International Towers Barangaroo and 
IoT Alliance Australia (IoTAA). The gateway 
provides a free network where up to 1000 IoT 
devices can connect in physical and digital 
space, further aiding the prototyping, testing 
and development of IoT applications in Sydney.

The IoT heralds an exciting new era 
for planners, with innovative new tools 
becoming available to enhance the 
designing and assessing of buildings, 
streets and communities. In 2017, data from 
the Barangaroo Community gateway will 
become available and is expected to provide 
valuable insights into how the IoT can be 
applied to existing and new spaces. 

Purchase your next home online and build 
it yourself

A new Australian company, Big World 
Homes, is responding to Sydney’s housing 
supply and affordability crisis by creating 
a modular, flat-packed, tiny home (13 
square metres). It’s an ambitious project 
that seeks to promote sustainable living by 
utilising technology to optimise the health 
and wellbeing of its occupants, whilst 
achieving compliance with relevant building 
and health safety standards.

The portable home incorporates caravan 
technology to deliver an off-grid experience 
that includes rainwater tanks for the 
washing machine and plumbed bathroom, 

solar panels for cooking and heating, and 
a bed and a living space for internal social 
gathering. Moving into 2017, we’ll be seeing 
Big World Homes continue to roll out its 
affordable product along with other initiatives 
like the Tiny Homes Foundation who are 
set to begin construction of their 14 square 
metre houses next to Gosford Hospital. 

In more ways than one, these tiny DIY 
homes are disrupting the industry with a 
revolutionary new housing attitude and 
product that makes the most of available 
technologies. They are an exemplar for the 
economic and orderly use of land, providing 
a socially responsible solution to an ever 
increasingly complex issue. 

Does NSW have a new ‘silicon valley’?

In September this year, the Hunter Innovation 
Project received $17.8m in funding from 
the NSW Government, Newcastle City 
Council and the University of Newcastle. The 
project aims to establish a digital precinct 
within Newcastle CBD, deliver smart city 
infrastructure and further support and attract 
high-tech, digital and creative industries. 

Newcastle City Council is currently 
preparing a smart city strategy that will 
compliment this investment and align 
with other digital economy strategies in 
the region, including Lake Macquarie’s 
Smart City, Smart Council strategy and 
smart technologies being used across the 
agriculture, tourism and mining sectors. 

Newcastle recognises that economies 
driven by talent operate at a regional scale 
and are influenced by key attractors such 
as lifestyle and affordability. As these new 
private and public partnerships develop, 
the Hunter will definitely be a region to 
watch closely in 2017.

Final words

After starting PlannerTech in 2013, this 
will be my last column as I focus on 
some exciting projects coming up for JOC 
Consulting. I’ll be handing the column over 
to the editor and look forward to seeing its 
next evolution as technology, and the role it 
plays in our professional lives, continues to 
shape the future of planning n

Stay in touch with John via twitter @John_
OCal or email  john@jocconsulting.com.au 

The purpose of PlannerTech has always been forward-looking. 
With one eye on the present and the other on the future, it has 
aimed to be inspiring, practical and engaging. In 2017, I will be 
stepping down as a contributor, but before I go, I’d like to bring 
you 3 trends for the year ahead. 

P L A N N E R  T E C H

3 trends to watch in 2017 
John O’Callaghan MPIA, Director, JOC Consulting
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Figure 1: The first ‘Big World Home’ at Central Park as part of The Sydney Architecture Festival 2016 
(Source: Big World Homes, 2016)
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Figure 1: Employment growth in Australia 
in 2015 – 2016 (Source: NSW Department of 
Planning and Environment, Economics and 
Demography Group 2016)

Membership growth
The attraction and retention of members 
is vitally important for the survival of 
membership organisations like PIA and 
our national Board keeps a close eye 
on membership numbers which have 
fluctuated in recent years. Over the years 
2007 to 2014 growth in membership 
numbers averaged around 1% per annum, 
which is a little below national population 
growth1. However, in the last couple of 
years, membership growth has been setting 
new records. In 2015 our numbers grew 
by 3.7% and in the last year by 6.1%. As at 
30 June 2016, we had reached the highest 
number of members in PIA’s history with a 
total membership of 5,286.

The NSW Division accounted for 34% of 
the growth in membership during the last 
12 months. In NSW we have 26% of all 
members nationally, yet NSW is home to 
around 32% of the nation’s population, so we 
have some catching up to do.

Registered Planner
2016 saw the launch of Registered 
Planner, the highest level of membership 
within PIA. It will replace the Certified 
Practicing Planner membership level and 
importantly is a competency based system 
focused on 6 key practice areas including 
professionalism, integrity, spatial thinking 
and engaging with stakeholders.

The new membership benchmark is 
being rolled out in stages with the goal of 
accepting 900 Registered Planners into this 

membership level in the first 12 months. 
There has been an enormous amount of 
work invested into the process of PIA’s 
evolution over the past few years and it is 
very pleasing to see the enthusiastic take 
up of this new membership offering. It will 
see PIA be internationally benchmarked and 
aligned with its international peers and like 
professional groups in Australia.

Advocacy
PIA has released three position papers 
in the past year addressing the key 
national issues of climate change, healthy 
communities and housing. In addition, 
PIA released its federal election platform 
earlier this year and sought and received 
responses from the Coalition, Labor and the 
Greens. PIA also launched its most recent 
publication “Through the Lens” as part of 

its Journey Towards Australia at 50 million 
Population initiative2. The report provides 
an insightful look into nine megatrends 
impacting the way we live and will have a 
profound influence on the way we plan for 
our future. It is available free from PIA’s 
website and provides a valuable resource 
when working with stakeholders and 
developing informed policy positions.

Strong financial performance
2015-16 saw PIA deliver another strong 
financial result, with the fourth consecutive 
financial year ending with a surplus. In 
order to continue to achieve great results, 
PIA will retain its focus on strong financial 
management and ensure that resources are 
available to successfully deliver outcomes 
and exceed the expectations of our members

A good time to be a planner in NSW
Figure 1 shows the growth in employment 
in Australia in 2015 – 2016. More jobs 
were created in NSW than the rest of the 
Australian states and territories added 
together. This is reflected in PIA’s weekly 
jobs bulletin where NSW and Victoria 
dominate the positions vacant.

Conclusion
PIA has achieved a great deal in 2016 and 
has established a solid platform for the 
years ahead. The 15 year strategic plan (PIA 
2031), recently adopted by the Board, sets 
the goal for PIA to be “the trusted voice in 
planning in Australia”. The pillars which 
underlie our new strategic plan are focussed 
on education, advocacy and leadership3. 

As a member of PIA, there is much to be 
optimistic about, given the achievements of 
the past few years. We have a clear vision 
for the future, and with the support of our 
members, 2017 promises to be another 
productive year, especially as we will be 
hosting PIA’s National Congress in Sydney 
in May 2017 n
Endnotes 
1	 Planning Institute of Australia (PIA) 2015, Annual 

Review 2014/ 2015, PIA, Canberra, Australia. 
2	  Planning Institute of Australia 2016 (PIA), 

Through the Lens – Megatrends shaping our 
Future, PIA, Canberra, Australia. 

3	  Planning Institute of Australia 2016 (PIA), PIA 
2031 Strategic Plan, PIA, Canberra, Australia. 

Every year at this time I reflect on what has been achieved in 
our profession over the past 12 months. In NSW there are many 
highlights which come to mind including the establishment 
of the Greater Sydney Commission (and the much anticipated 
exhibition of the district plans), the release by NSW Treasury of 
the NSW Intergenerational Report, the publication of Regional 
Plans by the Department of Planning and Environment for many 
of the regions in the state, and the fact that planning reform is 
back on the national agenda. However, I thought I would focus 
on what PIA has achieved in 2016, as it has been a busy and 
successful year for our Institute.

Steve O’Connor RPIA (Fellow), PIA NSW Board Director, Member NSW Planning & Assessment Commission, and Partner KDC Pty Ltd
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A successful year for PIA


